Summary &mdash; The effects on broiler performance of 2 commercial enzyme mixtures as supplements to barley-based diets were investigated in 3 experiments. The results of these studies indicate that some improvements in growth rate and feed utilization were obtained but were not always consistent and significant when broilers were fed the test diets from 2 to 8 weeks of age. The enzyme preparation SP 343 had a more consistent influence on diet utilization of broilers fed from 1 day of age to 8 weeks. No significant differences were observed by doubling the dose of SP 343.
Summary &mdash; The effects on broiler performance of 2 commercial enzyme mixtures as supplements to barley-based diets were investigated in 3 experiments. The results of these studies indicate that some improvements in growth rate and feed utilization were obtained but were not always consistent and significant when broilers were fed the test diets from 2 to 8 weeks of age. The enzyme preparation SP 343 had a more consistent influence on diet utilization of broilers fed from 1 day of age to 8 weeks. No significant differences were observed by doubling the dose of SP 343. (Hesselman et al, 1981 (Hesselman et al, , 1982 Mannion, 1981 ) .
Commercially produced enzyme mixtures have long been known to improve the growth of broilers fed barley-based diets (Fry et al, 1958; Arscott and Rose, 1960; Willingham et al, 1960; Delpech and Ezzat, 1979) (Anderson et al, 1961; Rose and Arscott, 1962; Herstad and McNab, 1975; Rotter et al, 1989) .
The objective of the current study was to evaluate the efficacy of 2 commercial enzyme preparations when added to barley based diets fed to broiler chicks of different ages. ' 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

General procedure
In all experiments straight run day-old broilers were obtained from a commercial hatchery and randomly assigned to floor pens. They were Arbor acre strains in experiments 1 and 2 and Indian River in experiment 3.
Locally The nutritional value of barley appears to be more critical when fed to day-old birds but improves as the bird ages (Petersen, 1969 ). The addition of the commercial enzyme preparations sustained similar growth performances to the control diet containing 10% barley when the birds were fed the diets starting from 2 weeks of age. When SP 343 was included in the diet of broilers fed to market age in experiment 3, higher weight gains were observed for the 30% barley diet at both levels of the enzymes, concomitant with a significantly lower feed to gain ratio. These results tend to support previous findings of Mannion (1981 ) (Leong et al, 1962; Potter et al, 1965; Broz and , Frigg, 1986a, b; Hesselman and Amman 1986; Rotter et al, 1990 
